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Erection of Steel Frame for Glass Building
of Tokyo International Forum
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Summary

The Tokyo International Forum was designed by Raphael Viniolis, an American architect who
was selected in Japan’s first international competition (held with the official approval of Union
Internationale des Architectes). The Forum was built on the 27,400m* site adjacent to JR Yura-
kucyo Station which had formerly been the location of Tokyo Metropolitan Government office.

Each building of the Forum has a new structure which reflects modern design philosophy. A
typical example of this a glass building which has in plan the shape of a ship comparable in
size to the Queen Elizabeth II with an overall length of 210m and a maximum width of 30m.
All the 60m tall surrounding walls are made of glass.

This paper outlines the entire process of building the steel frame of the glass building, from

planning to execution.
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